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Newton, NC – Get grooving and moving during Soldiers’ Reunion at the free concerts the three nights leading up to Reunion 
Day.  Gospel music bands “Greater Vision” and “Little Family” perform August 18.  The “Fantastic Shakers” bring the beach 
music on August 19, and “Confederate Railroad” performs August 20 for the first country/western music concert at Soldiers’ 
Reunion. 

Special events this year include tethered hot-air balloon rides and a laser show.  Both events take place August 17 
immediately following the Soldiers’ Reunion Cruisin’ and Car Show.  The hot-air balloon rides will be offered in the downtown 
area beginning at 7 p.m. and more details will be released as they are available.  Coastal Laser Shows will host a free laser 
light show beginning at 8:30 p.m. and will feature patriotic music. 

Newton Parks officially kicks off Sunday, August 17 and related events continue through Reunion Day on Thursday, August 
21.  American Legion Post 16 and the Newton Merchants Association sponsor and organize the week-long celebration.  
Additional events sponsored by the Newton Parks and Recreation Department continue through Sunday, August 24. 

The Soldiers’ Reunion celebration in Newton is believed to be the longest running patriotic celebration not based on a 
holiday in the country.  The tradition began in Newton on July 4, 1889 when Civil War veterans answered a state-wide call 
for recognition of their wartime efforts and to receive their pensions.  The gathering in Newton led to annual reunions, 
starting the popular patriotic Soldiers’ Reunion.  Today the celebration offers a variety of family-friendly activities and events 
for veterans and the community to enjoy, and many of the family-friendly events are centered around the iconic 1924 
Courthouse Square. 

Start the celebration early this year with the purchase of a commemorative poster and t-shirt recognizing the 125th Annual 
soldiers’ Reunion.  Shirts are on sale now at City Hall, 401 N. Main Ave., and the Newton Rec-Center, 23 S. Brady Ave.  
Sizes small to extra-large are $8 and double extra-large shirts are $10.  Posters designed by artist Kenrick Leung will be on 
sale in mid-July for a price of $5. 

The week kicks off with the Cruisin’ Car Show on August 17.  Vintage cars and trucks from across the decades up to 1972 
will be on display beginning at 2:30 p.m. and starting at 6:30 p.m. will cruise the city’s streets.  Regional band “Music 
Unlimited” will perform from 3 p.m. until an hour after cruisin’.  The live music is sponsored by Carolina Grove, Midstate 
Contractors, People’s Bank and Jenkins Funeral Home & Cremation Service.  “Music Unlimited” plays a miscute of 50s, 
60s and 70s music, rock-n-roll, beach and country music. 

Concerts entertain the crowds on Monday and Tuesday beginning at 7:30 p.m. on the Courthouse Square.  Gospel music 
from “Greater Vision” and the “Little Family” fills the air August 18, and beach music from the “Fantastic Shakers” gets 
everybody moving on August 19.  Also on August 19, compete in the Cornhole Tourney at the Newton Rec-Center beginning 
at 6:30 p.m. 

New this year, western band “Confederate Railroad” will perform a free concert beginning at 7 p.m. Wednesday, August 20.  
The annual Baby Parade also takes place Wednesday at 6 p.m. on the east side of the Courthouse Square. Children are 
judged based on their patriotic outfits and winners are selected in age categories.  Beginning at 7 p.m. get your pets in on 
the action at Pet Mania on the west side of Courthouse Square.  

The week peaks on Thursday, known as Reunion Day.  The day begins around 9 a.m. as arts and crafts, local businesses 
and food vendors set up around the Courthouse Square.  A jazz concert runs from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. and the American 
Legion hosts a mid-day fish fry at its headquarters for veterans.  At 4 p.m., the Reunion Service is held on the west side of 
the Courthouse Square.  The beauty pageant winners are introduced, and a guest speaker delivers the keynote address. 

The Soldiers’ Reunion Parade immediately follows the Reunion Service, and the keynote speaker typically serves as the 
grand marshal, leading the parade on a one-mile route around downtown Newton.  The parade attracts 8,000-10,000 visitors 
due to the numerous entries and floats, all of which must have a patriotic theme. 

Businesses and groups will be charged $380 to enter a float in the parade.  Local businesses that decorate a vehicle to 
advertise their company will be charged $50.  Beauty queens (other than the Miss Reunion Court and area High School 
queens) will be charged $20 each.  Any church, school, or other non-profit organization may participate in the parade at no 
cost.  For more information on entering a float in the parade, contact Wayne Dellinger or Eric Dellinger at (828) 464-1500. 

After the Soldiers’ Reunion Parade on Thursday, work out some energy at the Horseshoe Tourney beginning at 7 p.m. at 
Westside Jaycee Park.  Wind down the weeklong celebration by participating in athletic activities.  The Newton Rec-Center 
serves as the beginning of the 1-Mile Fun Run and 5K Run/Walk at 8:30 a.m.  On Sunday, August 24, join fellow cyclists 
for the 30-60-100 Bike Ride.  The mass-start begins at the Newton Rec-Center.  For more details or to register for recreation 
events, call (828) 695-4317, or visit www.newtonnc.gov. 
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